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the Russell Senate Office Building, to
conduct a hearing focusing on S. 917
and S. 942—White House Conference on
Small Business: Paperwork Reduction
and Regulatory Reform Recommenda-
tions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, February 28,
1996, at 9:30 a.m. to hold an open hear-
ing on intelligence matters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on Aging be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, February 28 at 9:30 a.m.
to hold a hearing to discuss mental ill-
ness and the elderly.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TERRORISM, TECHNOLOGY
AND GOVERNMENT INFORMATION

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Terrorism, Technology
and Government Information of the
Committee on the Judiciary, be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, February 28,
1996, at 9:30 a.m., in the Senate Dirksen
Building room 106 to hold a hearing on
legislation to combat economic espio-
nage.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON YOUTH VIOLENCE

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Youth Violence of the
Committee on the Judiciary, be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, February 28,
1996, at 10 a.m., in the Senate Dirksen
Building room 226 to hold a hearing on
‘‘the changing nature of youth vio-
lence.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

NATIONAL AUTISM AWARENESS
MONTH

∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I have
long been active in issues of impor-
tance for individuals suffering from a
mental illness or disability. Through
my efforts in this area, I have become
familiar with the vast spectrum of
these disorders, and I have found that
we as a society have much to learn
about both the causes and cures for
these illnesses. Knowledge of the medi-
cal conditions underpinning these dis-
orders has only recently begun to make
progress by leaps and bounds, and I
fear that public awareness and knowl-

edge has not grown in step. Because so-
ciety is still unfamiliar with these ad-
vances, an aura of fear and suspicion
persists with regard to any one of the
illnesses or disorders which afflict so
many Americans. It is because of this
widespread lack of knowledge and un-
derstanding that I rise today in rec-
ognition of the Autism Society of
America’s designation of January as
‘‘National Autism Awareness Month.’’

Autism is a neurological disorder
that interrupts the brain’s ability to
process and understand information.
Nearly 400,000 Americans suffer from
this disorder, making it more prevalent
than Down’s syndrome or muscular
dystrophy.

Autism is a complex, spectrum dis-
order that manifests itself in many
ways. Symptoms and characteristics
present themselves in a variety of com-
binations, and no two children or
adults are affected in the same way.

Autism is not curable, but it is treat-
able. Many types of treatments have
proven effective in combating this dis-
order, and improvements are being dis-
covered every day.

A generation ago, nearly 90 percent
of those suffering from autism were
placed in an institution. Today, group
homes, assisted living arrangements,
and home care are much more com-
mon. Thanks to the Individuals With
Disabilities Education Act, many chil-
dren with autism receive appropriate
education and go on to become contrib-
uting members of the work force.

In April 1995, in response to direction
from Congress, the National Institutes
of Health [NIH] held a State-of-the-
Sciences Conference on Autism. Con-
ference participants included sci-
entists, clinicians, and parents. The
conference highlighted how far we have
come in diagnosing and treating au-
tism, but also illuminated how far we
have yet to go. National Autism
Awareness Month is designed to bring
attention to these issues, and seeks to
further the Nation’s understanding of
this complicated and debilitating dis-
order. I fully support the Autism Soci-
ety of America’s designation of Janu-
ary as National Autism Awareness
Month, I share their goal of teaching
America more about this disorder, and
I welcome my colleagues’ support as
well.∑
f

AID’S INTERNATIONAL FAMILY
PLANNING PROGRAM

∑ Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, about a
month ago when we passed the last
continuing resolution, I spoke about
the damage a provision included in the
CR by the House of Representatives
would cause to our international fam-
ily planning programs. Senator HAT-
FIELD, the chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee, also spoke at that
time. We both expressed real concerns
about what the House had done, and
the effect it would have on the lives of
millions of couples around the world
especially women.

We also pointed out that the House
had essentially handed us a fait
accompli, since it recessed imme-
diately thereafter and our only alter-
native to passing what they sent us in
the form they sent it was to close down
the Federal Government again. We
passed the CR under protest, and I have
been very encouraged by the strong
stand the chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee has taken on this
issue. He has always been a strong op-
ponent of abortion, but he has also sup-
ported family planning and has made
the point as eloquently as anyone that
the way to reduce the number of abor-
tions is to give couples the means to
avoid unwanted pregnancies.

I am not going to repeat all that I
said back then. Suffice it to say that as
a result of the House action, millions
of couples will be denied family plan-
ning services, including contraceptives,
who want them, need them, and have
no other access to them. It does not
take a genius to realize that the result
will be many more unwanted preg-
nancies, and many more abortions. In
the countries where these family plan-
ning programs are carried out, abor-
tion is often unsafe and the incidence
of maternal death is alarmingly high.

I cannot believe that was the intent
of the authors of the House provision,
but how they could have failed to an-
ticipate that result is beyond me. I can
only conclude that they do not want
the U.S. Government to provide assist-
ance to couples who want to limit their
number of children, even though these
people want the assistance and many of
them live in countries where millions
of people go hungry each day.

A February 16, 1996, article in the
Baltimore Sun made this same point.
Not only does it discuss the steps AID
Administrator Atwood has taken to
improve efficiency at his agency, it
notes that Congress rewarded him by
cutting several hundreds of millions of
dollars in AID’s budget, cuts that I op-
posed. It cites the example of AID’s
family planning program, and points
out that what the House has done will
not only hurt mothers and infants, it
will increase the very redtape Congress
has been urging AID to cut.

As the article indicates, once again
ideology won out over common sense.
That seems to be a recurring theme
around here.

Mr. President, I ask that the article
be printed in the RECORD.

The article follows:
[From the Baltimore Sun, Feb. 16, 1996]

AID LEARNS THAT GOOD DEEDS DO NOT GO
UNPUNISHED

(By Sara Engram)
When the Clinton Administration preached

‘‘reinvention’’ of government the State De-
partment’s Agency for International Devel-
opment (AID) heeded the call.

Along with the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, AID became one of two fed-
eral ‘‘reinvention laboratories’’ where all the
talk about more efficient more effective and
less costly management turned into reality.

AID has shed some 70 senior level posi-
tions, each paying about $100,000 a year. It
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